[bookmark: _GoBack]1)Chapter 9 reading focuses on power and organized crime networks.  The information I obtained while reading this chapter allowed me to further understand that there is more to crimes of the powerful than what I've learned so far.  Especially the power that organized crimes hold with different establishments. As stated in the text, "one should not discount the power of organized crime and the symbiotic relationships with corporations, states, and, in some cases, international financial institutions" ( Rothe and Kauzlarich  p.134). Most organized crime took place in upstate areas such as New York, Philadelphia, and New Jersey.  To my understanding, the public only knows organized crime through what the media shows them or the entertainment industry that produces certain movies that revolves around organized crime.  For example, movies such as "The Godfather," and "Goodfellas."  Films like this and the media causes the information that the public receives about organized crime to be  "fragmentary, superficial, and misleading; at worst, it is patently false and purely titillating" ( Rothe and Kauzlarich p. 134). So when it comes to the deeper meaning of organized crime, it is potentially described as an organization that pertains to illegal activities that contains a division of labor as well codes that stays the same despite the fact of changes that may take pace in the network.  Corporations can also be a part of organized crime. For example, During the nineteenth century, organized criminal groups learned that money could be made in the fields of industrial organization and employee relations" ( Rothe and Kauzlarich p.143).  Organized crimes can not fully operate without consumers, corporations, states, etc because in order for them to exist and remain relevant they need a market that provides products and services for their consumers.
2) This week’s readings were abundant but fascinating in that they all pointed to a common thread.  That is, that these crimes of the powerful which involve the state are largely overlooked or viewed as not crimes at all.  Perhaps deep down on some sub-conscious level, citizens do not want them to be crimes.  Those of us who are patriotic members of society cannot stand the thought of making criminals out of our government, our largest and most successful corporations, and people of power whom we depend upon to run our country. Maybe this is just too uncomfortable, so we disregard these as criminal acts and consider them part of the normal business world. Perhaps this is the reason why the media minimizes or fails to report these state-corporate crimes. I find it interesting how organized crime is looked upon very differently and considered a crime whenever the crime does not involve the state. If an organized crime outfit steals a shipping container full of men’s Italian suits and sells them to various local shops to add to their inventory, we call that a crime. If we find out that the government informed the organized crime outfit about the details of the valuable contents and whereabouts of the container and received laundered money from the local shops after the completion of their sales. Then redirected the laundered funds to arm rebels in Venezuela; We do not like to talk about that.  It is too messy and makes us uncomfortable.  It is much easier to point fingers at “the bad guys” of organized crime and leave the rest of the story out.
I believe implicit links between states, corporations and organized crime groups are enough to say that states and corporations should also be accountable for the crimes and harms.  I believe this because we are a nation of laws.  I believe those laws must be followed and enforced even if the perpetrator is a high-ranking member of a government, corporation, or society. I believe our system of laws and rights are what make us the greatest nation.  If we fail to enforce our laws, we will become no better than Kenya, who “has rampant corruption within the Police force, the judiciary and other state institutions, including the parliament, that are linked to organized crime networks dealing in heroin, human smuggling and arms trafficking to mention a few. (Rothe & Kauzlarich,136).
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3) Chapter 9 focuses on another type of WWC this time organize crime. Organize crime is as said by the book "...organization that is involved in illicit activities, that has a division of labor, a hierarchy, and codes or an ethos, and that remains regardless of changes within the network or syndicate" (Rothe and Kauzlarich). Organize crime as described by me is a net of people that hold a significant part of the state or government and works in especially illegal stuff. They are intertwined with people in key positions and move their way around the system to facilitate crimes. In the food for thought section, I found the question five interesting. The question says: Do you believe implicit links between states and organized crime groups are enough to say a state should also be accountable for the crimes and harms? Why or why not? I believe both the state and organized crime groups should be both accountable for the crimes and harms done. Considering they both help each other. The book mentions that in other for organized crime groups to work they need a demand or a consumer and in that case that consumer is the state or organization. For these nets of crimes to survive, they need consumers and they have them. As mention in the book the organized crime in Mexico with the killings of 43 students by a gang. The killing was done for the now then mayors wife who didn't want anybody interrupting her campaign speech. It was later revealed that she had ties with gang cartels in Mexico how were order by her to kill the student. This is a fair example of why both the organized crime group and the state are both responsible and should both be held accountable.
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4) While pursuing chapter 9 for this modules discussion post I was able to view another element of the crime of the powerful. Chapter 9 presents information on Power, Organized crime networks, and the elite. Organized crime was and is a very prevalent form of criminal activity. Chicago, New York, Philadelphia and New Jersey can be considered the hubs of organized crime. Media has given a great deception when it comes to the crime of the powerful and organized crime. It is safe to say that Organized crime can be defined according to the book as a organization that involved illicit activities that has a division of labor, a hierarchy, and codes or an ethos and that remains regardless of changes within the network or syndicate.( Rothe and Kauzlarich p. 134) This really hit home for me because when I worked for the Federal Bureau of Prisons I met the Gotti brothers who were one of the largest organized crime leaders in american history. Business crime and Organized crime is doing business illegally. Organized crime is are demonized and pursued through social control mechanism according to the chapter. ( Rothe and Kauzlarich p. 136) These groups also receive money through other legal corporations and governmental organizations.
Many organized crime groups pay officials to turn a blind eye to illegal activity and there were times where the official were even squeezed or pressured into supporting the mob and other organizations for financial gain through fear and intimidation. The criminals own and purchase legitimate businesses  then run illegal operations through them. The even can influence elections and public office. Much of the funding is from oversees places and corporations. 

5) Chapter 9 of the book took me to the real world of the crime of the powerful. It exposes the actors of the crime of the powerful with some persuasive example of how they are operated. I was surprised to learn how they have an organized structure to commit their actions. That brings me back to the symbiotic relationship between the protagonists of the crime of the powerful. That chapter underlines how corporations, states, and international financial institutions work together to commit illegal activities.  They interfere in everything, and they use every institution within the state they are operating. They use people with power that can endorse the action. Accordingly, Rothe and Kauzlarich agree, “It is clear that the degree of organization of criminal activity can vary dramatically, with some groups possessing hierarchical structures and other criminals operating within loosely structures and other criminals operating within loosely structured, flexible… Consequently, critics argue that the term organized crime merely simplifies and mystifies the complexities of criminal activities and functions” (Rothe and Kauzlarich, 151).
The example of James whitey Bulger and the United States government reveals how government participates in those kinds of activities. He was working closely with the FBI, which has protection with him while he had to give them information in return. This case discloses the government's level of corruption because the FBI agents who were accused of taking bribes from him never charged while he was sentenced for his acts. There are also some examples of other countries like Italy that has the reputation of having the most powerful mafia in the world, and the example of Kenya and Japan.
The two examples that kept my attention because of their gravity are: 1) the thieves in Law that involve in cases like trafficking of human beings, drugs, and stolen vehicles. They are powerful, and they are in many countries and use multiple companies to operate. 2) pharmaceutical crime is the worst criminal activity. In Box 9.5, it is reported that " In a prominent case from a country in South America in 2009, illegally imported, expired and counterfeit medicines were knowingly supplied to a pharmacy and union-run healthcare center and the case of the HIV and AIDS medication that involved two New York pharmacist” (qtd in Rothe and Kauzlarich, 157). This chapter was terrifying with the presentation of organized crimes because of the infiltration in any social sector and how they are structured to use government acquaintance to realize their actions.
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